
 
 

THE 174 TRUST  
óBeing Salt & Light in North Belfast for a generationéô 

  
The 174 Trust is an interdenominational Christian Community Development 
organisation established in 1982, whose aim throughout has been to  
ñwork with local people, helping them to identify and meet local needsò.   
 
The Trust seeks to do this by providing an inclusive, non-threatening and neutral 
environment for individuals and groups to access programmes and to be involved in a wide 
range of activities from Preschool Playgroup to Senior Citizenôs Social. 
 
The Trustôs local community work is focused on North Belfast where there are few cross 
community groups and where there are very few, if any, shared facilities.  
 
The Trust has developed the Duncairn Complex ï a former Presbyterian church in the very 
heart of one of the most divided and disadvantaged areas of the city - as a óShared Spaceô 
- from where it operates a number of projects and is also the base for several other 
autonomous groups offering a variety of programmes and acti vities. In addition, we have 
begun to develop another former church building as a Shared Space - this one on a major 
interface between the Loyalist Lower Shankill estate and Nationalist New Lodge ï offering 
groups across the sectarian divide the facilities to organize their own programmes and 
encourage contact leading, hopefully, to mutual understanding and trust.  
 
A óPeace Buildingô ethos has always been at the core of the work of the Trust. However in 
light of the continued problem of sectarianism and  polarisation in North Belfast ï ten years 
after the ceasefires - the organization decided to express a renewed commitment to peace 
and reconciliation through the development of a more focused and innovative community 
relations strategy. 
 
Two of our friends ï who themselves have blazed their own trail in the ójourney of 
Reconciliationô ï have gone on record to commend our work:  
  
"The strategic importance of  the 174 Trust  is that it represents,  in a divided and 
hurting community,  a bridge of true friendship  and  a river of real hope flowing  
into the lives of many local people."                  

Rev Dr Ken Newell (former Moderator Presbyterian Church in Ireland)  
 

ñThe 174 Trust is a centre of faith and wisdom, of welcome and outreach which 
brings peace to everyone whose life it touches in the streets of North Belfast 
and well beyond.ò                           Fr Gerry Reynolds (Clonard Monastery, West Belfast) 



A DIVIDED CITYé 
ORANGE & GREEN IN NORTH BELFAST 

 

We are 
here  


